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Multicultural constructions as evidence

Two evidences for the Mauritian population

➢ Politics and everyday life must be based on multicultural coexistence

➢ The Indo-Mauritian nationalism and the Creole nationalism are both postcolonial 
social constructions  

Scope of the talk

The Mauritian case serves as starting point for the 

reflection on the diversity and the inevitability of multicultural politics
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Mauritius and its population
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Mauritius and its population

Arabs and Portuguese seamen visited the island, since the 17th century, 
Mauritius was settled by Dutch and French colonists as well as African slaves. 
In the second half of the 19th century, under British colonial rule, 
indentured labourers from India, and Indian-Muslim and Chinese merchants 
immigrated to the island. 

Today the population amounts to approximately 1.3 million, approximately 
51 % Hindus
30 % Catholics
17 % Muslims and 
2 % Buddhists. 

No official language, but Creole is the everyday language for all, 
French is widely spoken in media, academia, parliament; 
English is the governmental, administrative language, academic language; 
Bhojpuri is spoken in rural Indo-Mauritian contexts.
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Two main ideologies informing
multicultural politics

The concept of “Indo-Mauritian diaspora ethnicity” is inspired by the idea of ethnicity 
applied by British colonial administration in India and transposed with the 
indentured labourers to Mauritius.

It is a post-colonial, multicultural construction, yet it operates with exclusive group 
boundaries and an essentialized, immediate loyalty to the group. 

The concept “Creole” designates a language, a process of change or an ethnic 
denomination spreading from the Caraibes to Malaysia and recalling the destiny and 
the creativity of former slave population.

Creolization means creating new rules, reassembling groups, borrowing elements from 
other groups and transforming existing elements. With the description of an ethnic 
group as Creole, the transformative element gives way to an ethnicising
essentialisation.
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Differentiation in everyday opinions

In the group discussions with citizenship education teacher four styles of multicultural 
politics were advocated:

The Indo-Mauritian approach is an ethno-religiously fragmenting multiculturalism, 
according to which state policy creates a multilingual, multi-religious and multi-
ethnic framework that applies to all citizens. 

The Creole approach is a hybridised, monocultural form of symbolic state politics, in 
which the ethno-religious affiliations are only of significance at the private, family 
level. 

The Cosmopolitan approach is a form of political, supra-ethno-religious negotiation 
with the positioning of Mauritius in supranational contexts.

The recognition perspective ignores linguistic or ethno-religious criteria in favour of 
social criteria and is based on human dignity and fundamental human rights. 
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Conclusion:
Diversity-sensitive multicultural politics

The diversity of the population is politically acknowledged. Society is acknowledged as 
post-migrant, transnational, with many differences affecting both locals and 
newcomers.

Multicultural politics are a common political practice with a great diversity and are 
realized in individual projects. The focus lies on solution-oriented processes of 
individuals and groups with different positions of power and different political 
ideologies.

Diversity sensitive multicultural policy goes beyond ethnicity, includes gender and age, 
socio-professional milieu and impairment, urban-rural differences and political 
orientations. It is based on social justice.

Creolisation as a metaphor serves as a precondition for dealing with differences in 
dialogue. It starts from difference, is uncomfortable, focuses on a dynamic process 
and recognition rather than on the result.


