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Internship in India 

 

Partner organisation:  
College of Social Work, Nirmala Niketan 

Churchgate, Mumbai 

Hostel: 
Nirmala Extension Centre, Andheri West,A storey 

building in a lovely garden, two guest rooms 

available (2- and 3-bedrooms), canteen 

Basic expectations: 

Students have to be independent, creative and able to adapt to low-threshold situations. Students 

must work seriously and be open to new learning experiences. 

 

 

Projects 

Tamarind tree school – Open school India, until grade 10 

Sogave Road, Dahanu, Maharashtra 

An alternative school for tribal people around 30 km from Mumbai. 120 children are taught in two 

groups daily. They work with new technology, individual learning and therefore, no classroom system. 

Children all have access to a Moodle LMS (learning management 

system) and are learning to become independent learners coached by 

facilitators. The whole curricula are developed with open resource 

technology (Linux) and taught in a blended learning environment.  

The children are 4-13y old and come mainly from the rural 

neighbourhood. Children get two meals a day, parents are encouraged 

to support their children and asked to join parent groups. Tamarind 

tree school is a private school, which wants to invest in children's lives that will be surrounded by social 

media and new technology.  

Accommodation: mainly in Dahanu Town, which is near the village where the school is.  

Contact: michelle@tamarindtree.org 

Website: http://main.tamarindtree.org/  

Internship: If you are interested in experimental and digital education or if you are convinced that new 

technology and independent learning is the future, then you will find a thrilling placement at Tamarind 

tree school.  

 

  

mailto:michelle@tamarindtree.org
http://main.tamarindtree.org/
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Sakhya women’s guidance cell– NGO on domestic violence (Sakhya means: bringing together) 

Nailasopara, Mumbai 

Founded 1987 to work on anti-dowry and women’s guidance and counselling as a field project of 

Nirmala Nikita college of Social Work. Since 2004 Sakhya is an independent project under the aegis of 

Nirmala Institute.  

Vision: A society where gender justice and gender equality contribute to enabling women to live with 

human dignity. 

Mission: Enabling society to cultivate a sense of social responsibility to bring about gender just society. 

Activities/fieldwork: counselling, interventions in communities and schools, awareness campaigns, train-

the-trainers, networking and advocacy. Extension centre at Thane Civil Hospital 

Team: around 15 people 

Accommodation: in Nirmala Institute’s hostel or they help to find a place 

Website: http://sakhyawgc.org/  

Internship: Everyone who wants to work on women's issues, empowerment and advocacy, may see a 

broad field to build up his/her capacity on equal gender rights in the field.   

 

Family Service Centre – counselling and supporting families in difficulties 

Colaba, Mumbai 

FSC i  s an NGO, founded in 1955 by a group of women aiming to support 

women and children in need. Since 1961 FSC is working under the aegis of 

the College of Social Work Nirmala.  

Mission: “Empowering the family, the core unit of society, by creating an 

enabling and supportive environment, providing counselling and developing 

positive Human values.” 

Main activities: Counselling and 

fieldwork, community work, TB-clinic in cooperation with the 

local health service, workshops on nutrition and health, school 

interventions, adoption and reporting. 

Accommodation: Nirmala Institute’s hostel  

Website: http://fscmumbai.org/  

Internship: For everybody interested in a broad field of social work with families, communities, and 

adoption processes. A student is required to “be open to any learning situations”. 

 

SAHAYINI Social Development Society - Auxilium Mumbai 

Wadala, Mumbai 

Founded in 2010, NGO, which is supporting underprivileged people in slum areas., 34 centres in 4 states, 

following child protection policy.  

“SAHAYINI is an official social development wing of the Salesian Sisters of Don Bosco, Province of 

Mumbai fulfilling all the statutory requirement of the state. It provides development programmes and 

welfare services to the poorer and needy children adolescent girls and women through the community 

centres established in various locations. There are 20 outreach centres in the states of Goa, Gujarat, 

http://sakhyawgc.org/
http://fscmumbai.org/
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Karnataka and Maharashtra, touching their lives through integral society, development and educative 

interventions.” (Sahayini-leaflet) 

Activities: Women and children empowerment (self-help groups, 

cooperatives, village committees, human rights education and 

action, neighbourhood children’s Parliament, study coaching 

classes and more), Youth activities (Vocational and professional 

training in computers, typing, tailoring…., motivational 

programs, youth clubs and more) 

Accommodation: Nirmala Institute’s Hostel 

Website: http://sahayini.org/  

Internship: This place offers the students ample opportunities like, e.g. observations, workshops, school 

intervention (e.g. on discipline, games etc.), work documentation, taking part in different activities. If 

possible, the student is placed together with a local student. Students interested in this internship have 

to be independent, creative and able to adapt to low-threshold situations. 

 

SOFOSH Society of Friends of The Sassoon Hospital 

Sassoon General Hospitals, Pune 

Website: www.sofosh.org  

Tara  Centre for Children with special needs 

Pune 

Tara is a home for destitute, physically and mentally challenged children aiming to mitigate their 

sufferings. The house is well equipped and has facilities for physiotherapy, water therapy, speech 

therapy, play therapy etc. 42 children aged between 2 and 20 years. 25 caretakers are working in shift. 

The children are placed through CWC (Child Welfare Committee)   

Accommodation: has to be outside the residence. Tara staff is helping to find a place. 

Internship: taking care of children, organising activities and workshops. 

Contact: online through the website. (all staff has to be approved by CWC) 

 

Shreevatsa   Childcare institute 

Sossum Hospital, Pune 

Shreevatsa is a government-approved child care institute which offers healthy 

and nutritious food along with essential supplements, medical care, necessary 

therapy and working through the adoption procedure considering the new 

adoption regulation 2017.  

Shreevatsa is an NGO, founded in 1962 with the aim to offer medicine for the 

poor, in particular for the children. The child care centre was developed in 

1973.  

40-45 abandoned children between 0 and six years are living in the house.   

Accommodation: has to be outside the residence. Students get help in searching for housing.  

http://sahayini.org/
http://www.sofosh.org/
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Internship: Get to know/become familiar with social welfare procedure, child admission procedure, 

Juvenal justice act, working with CWC, participating in the adoption process according to the adoption 

regulation 2017, doing interviews, writing reports etc.  

 

MAHER – A home for bettered, exploited, destitute women and children 

Vadhu Budruk, Koregaon Bhima, Tal. Shirur, Dist. Pune 

Women with mental issues abandoned older adults and children in need, they all find a place on the 

campus of Maher near Pune. "Maher rescues mentally disturbed and elderly men living on the street. At 

Maher's homes, they are given comprehensive, loving care. They are no longer a burden to society, 

rather, are valued members of the community.” (Maher leaflet) The mission of Maher is to create 

secure homes for the neediest people, excluded from society.  

The leaders and staff are very committed and friendly. They manage to create an atmosphere of peace 

which is healing for those vulnerable people. 

Accommodation: possible in residential home 

Website: www.maherashram.org 

Internship: You will get real experience on how harsh the conditions are for people on the margins of 

society. If you are interested in the topic of those people, of mental health and/or the elderly, this is a 

great opportunity.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mumbai/Sierre, October 2018/dud 

 
 
 
 
  

College of Social Work Nirmala Nikeatan Hostel Asha Kiran 

http://www.maherashram.org/

